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Introduction
Welcome to the wonderful
world of candle making!
Creating your own scented soy
candles is not just a delightful
hobby—it's an art form that
combines creativity with
science. Whether you're looking
to craft beautiful gifts for loved
ones, add a personal touch to
your home décor, or even start
your own small business, this
guide will take you through
every step of the process.
Making soy candles at home
allows you to control every
aspect of your creation, from
the fragrance intensity to the
container style. Best of all, you'll
be able to create professional-
quality candles for a fraction of
the cost of shop-bought
alternatives. This beginner-
friendly guide will transform you
from a complete novice into a
confident candle maker, ready
to create beautiful, long-lasting
soy candles that fill your space
with gorgeous aromas.

Why Choose Soy Candles?

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

100% natural and renewable

ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES

Cost-effective

HEALTH BENEFITS

Better air quality

Made from soybean oil, a sustainable resource 

Free from harmful substances found in
conventional candles

Biodegradable
Won't harm the environment when disposed of

Clean burning 
Produces minimal soot compared to paraffin
candles

No toxic chemicals

Soy wax burns approximately 30-50% longer
than paraffin

Create premium candles and refill jars for less 

Customisable 
Choose your own scents, colours, and containers 

Long-lasting

Safe for homes with children and pets

Cleaner burn means less indoor air pollution

Stronger scent throw
Natural wax holds fragrance oils more effectively

Non-toxic 



What You'll Need

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS

Soy wax flakes (GW464 recommended for
beginners) 
Quantity: Fill your chosen container twice
with flakes as a rough guide

Wax

Cotton wicks appropriate for your container size 
Wick stickers or wick tabs for securing

Wicks

Heat-safe glass jars, teacups, or tins 
Ensure containers can withstand temperatures
up to 62°C

Containers

High-quality fragrance oils (6-10% of wax weight)
Choose from floral, fruity, woody, or seasonal
scents

Fragrance

Candle dye blocks for colour

Optional Additions

EQUIPMENT NEEDED

Double boiler setup or large saucepan with Pyrex jug 
Ensure the jug handle fits over the pot edge

Melting Equipment

Candy thermometer or infrared thermometer 
Kitchen scales for precise measurements

Measuring Tools

Wooden wick holders 
Long-spout pouring jug 
Stirring spoon (wooden or silicone)

Preparation Tools

Oven mitts or heat-resistant gloves 
Apron to protect clothing

Safety Equipment



Step-by-Step Instructions

Set up your candle-making area in a well-
ventilated space away from draughts. Lay out
all your materials and ensure your work
surface is heat-resistant and easy to clean.

Step 1: Prepare Your Workspace

Quick Method: Fill your chosen container with
soy wax flakes twice—the flakes will melt to
roughly half their volume.

Step 2: Calculate Your Wax Quantity

Precise Method: Calculate the volume of your
jar by filling with water and then transferring
to a measuring jug. Once you know the
volume of the jar you can subtract 10% of the
volume for the fragrance oil and then multiply
it by 0.83 to get the amount of wax you need.

For example: volume of jar 300ml | 10% of
volume = 30ml | 0.83 x 270 = 224grams of wax

1.Measure the inside diameter of your jar.  
2.Now refer to the wick charts and find the

the wick that matches the diameter of
your jar. 

3.There are often two or more wicks that
match your size, this is to allow for “fine
tuning” due to the many variables in
candle recipes. We recommend starting
out at the higher end of the scale and
testing from there.

Step 3: Select the right wick for your Jar

1.Clean your container thoroughly and dry
completely.

2.Attach the wick sticker to the metal tab
at the bottom of your wick.

3.Press the wick firmly to the centre of
your container bottom.

4.Thread the wick through your wooden
wick holder.

5.Position the holder across the container
rim, ensuring the wick stands straight
and centred.

Step 4: Prepare Your Container and Wick

1.Fill your double boiler with water
(about 2-3cm deep).

2.Place soy wax flakes in your Pyrex jug
or top pan.

3.Heat on medium temperature, stirring
occasionally.

4.Monitor temperature carefully—soy
wax melts at approximately 40-45°C.

5.Heat until wax reaches 80-82°C and is
completely liquid.

Step 5: Melt the Wax

1.When wax reaches 80-82°C, remove
from heat.

2.Add your chosen fragrance oil (6-10%
of wax weight).

3.Stir gently but thoroughly for at least 2
minutes.

Step 6: Add Fragrance

1.While wax is still warm, add small
shavings from your dye block.

2.Stir well and test colour by dripping a
small amount onto white paper.

Step 7: Add Colour (Optional)

1.Allow wax temperature to drop to 62°C
before pouring.

2.Pour slowly and steadily into your
prepared container.

Step 8: Cool and Pour



Pro Tips for Perfect Candles

Test fragrance loads with small batches first.
Smooth imperfections with a hair dryer on low heat.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Sinkholes: Pour at 62°C and maintain consistent room temperature.
Poor Scent Throw: Increase fragrance percentage

Safety Guidelines

Never leave melting wax unattended.
Keep burning candles away from draughts, curtains, children, and pets.

Conclusion

Congratulations! You've now mastered the art of making beautiful scented
soy candles. This rewarding hobby combines creativity with practical skills,
allowing you to create personalised gifts, enhance your home's ambiance,
and even explore business opportunities.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.CANDLECREATIONS.CO.NZ


